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1. What motivates you to want to become or continue to be a board member? 

 

We have outstanding children and teachers in our community, and I want the best for 

each of them. As a board member, I feel that I am there to represent the children and 

teachers first. I have four children that have attended Water Valley since Pre-K and 

they are now in grades 11th, 8th, 5th, and 1st. My invested interests are spread 

throughout district. Not only do I want the best for my kids, I want the best for your 

kids, too! Every child deserves to have the best and I will strive to see that they do.  

 

2. What has been your personal involvement with Water Valley ISD and the Water Valley 

community?  

 

I began teaching at Water Valley in 2008 when our oldest son, Canon, started pre-k.  

My husband, Ben, and I knew that we wanted our children to go to Water Valley. I 

taught until 2014, when I became a stay at home mom to our youngest child, Journey, 

due to her having an unforeseen medical condition. I have been a school board 

member since I was appointed to the board in 2015. In addition to this, I volunteer in 

many areas of the community. 

 

As the president of the Athletic Booster Club, I am involved in all aspects of raising 

funds for not just athletics, but many different classes, clubs, and organizations 

throughout the school district. You can usually find me in the concession stand if my 

boys are not playing. 

 

I have founded and administered the Water Valley Youth Football League since 2013. 

Each year we have 60 to 80 students involved in this organization. This allows the 

elementary aged Water Valley children the opportunity to participate in six-man youth 

football and cheerleading. Many life skills are learned here, as well as just having fun! 

I will say that with this league, even the youngest of students and families have felt a 

part of the community and from that, school spirit and a sense of belonging.  

 

As a board member for the North Concho Little League, I manage the daily ins and 

outs of the league. We usually serve over 150 students per baseball season. For the last 

two seasons I have also coached a tee-ball team of Water Valley 4 and 5-year-old 

students and have enjoyed every minute of it!  

 

I am a past board member of the Water Valley Ag Booster Club and am currently an 

avid supporter of the Water Valley FFA. My three sons complete projects in the 

Agricultural Mechanics Shows and they also show heifers. Last year, I instructed most 
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of the FFA students in the final completion of their Ag Mech project books to get them 

ready for judging.  

 

The most rewarding volunteer work that I do is that I have taught in the AWANA 

program at Grape Creek Baptist Church over the past 7 years, where several Water 

Valley students attend. I also teach Sunday School and assist with Vacation Bible 

School. 

 

3. What do you see as the opportunities and challenges in this district? 

 

At this time, a huge opportunity that we have is the monies generated by the recently 

built wind farm in our district. With no raise in taxes and with taxpayer approval, we 

have bonds that will generate funds to make large and much needed improvements to 

the campus.  

 

I feel a great challenge that we have is getting people to fill district openings. We are 

not a “rich” district and can’t offer salaries that nearby San Angelo ISD can offer. 

Therefore, we sometimes have a hard time hiring the teachers, aides, bus drivers, and 

coaches that our children deserve.  

 

4. In your view, what has the district done well over last four years? What has the district 

done poorly that you would change? 

 

Over the better part of this last year, the district has responded very well to COVID-19 

restrictions and limitations. When the children couldn’t physically be in school, I felt 

the district did a great job in bringing the learning and caring into the home of the 

students. 

 

The negotiating with the wind farm to bring in extra monies has been and will 

continue to be a huge payoff to our students.  

 

Over the past two years the high school and junior high students, and now many 

elementary students, have each been issued a Chromebook. This is a step in the right 

direction in keeping our students up to date in the fast-moving world of technology.  

 

I would like to see more students graduate with certifications that would benefit them 

in the workforce. If students had theses extra credentials to find good jobs out of high 

school, they could be more independent and help put themselves through an institution 

of higher education if that is their goal.  Because we are a school of innovation, I feel 

that we could have done a better job in this area.  
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5. What are the outputs/goals that matter most to you? How will you be accountable for 

them as a school board member? 

 

The goals that matter the most to me are in the classroom. I have a love of education 

and I want the students to be engaged and encouraged to learn at their highest levels 

with highly qualified teachers. As a result, I feel that we should have high scores when 

it comes to state testing and accountability ratings.  As a board, we have and will 

continue to have high expectations and to be a support to the teachers so that they are 

equipped to do their job at full potential.  

 

Ben and I chose for our kids to go to Water Valley because of the low student to 

teacher ratio. It is important to me that we keep class size down. Teachers can do a 

better job and students can learn better when students can receive more individualized 

attention and instruction. 

 

I also have a goal for the district to remain financially secure. As a teacher I was 

affected by the reduction in force in 2008.  This is always in the back of my mind. As a 

school board member, I don’t ever want the district in a financial position where a RIF 

would be the answer.  When it comes to spending school funds, I am cautious and 

nonfrivolous. Money is spent where it is needed. 
 

 

6. Describe the role of the superintendent? 

 

The superintendent has many roles. Most importantly, he or she should be a leader and 

build a strong team of educational professionals that will be successful teachers and 

administrators. Next, it is their duty to keep the district financially secure and advise on 

how and where funds should be used. They should also be able to advise the board on 

policies and procedures that are set by the board. The superintendent should be able to 

effectively communicate with the school board, the school employees, and the 

community as well as be trustworthy and build positive relationships throughout the 

district.  

 

7. If a parent or a community member comes to you regarding, for example, a maintenance 

issue at a particular campus or a situation involving a particular teacher, how do you see 

your role as a school board member in resolving that issue? 

 

As a school board member, I advise the parent or community member to meet with the 

teacher as the first step. It is important for issues to be resolved at the lowest level as 

possible. If this advice is followed and the issue still exists, then I tell the parent or 

community member to schedule a meeting with the principal. In the case that this is a 

maintenance issue, I would refer them to the campus principal and then the 
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superintendent.  It’s best if a board member does not have any dealing with the issue 

beforehand in case the issue comes to the board as a grievance. At that time, I will need 

to be unbiased and impartial when dealing with the grievance. 

 

 

 

8. As a school board member, from whom will you seek advice or input in weighing key 

decisions? 

 

In the past, when gathering information before making decisions, I have consulted 

with past colleagues from other districts that are administrators or teachers. I find it 

useful to see what other districts have done in certain situations and how that has 

worked for them before deciding for our district. I also am a great listener. I find it 

advantageous to just listen to parents, community members, teachers, and students to 

see what the feelings or thoughts of others are. I do value my husband’s business sense 

and knowledge and do get his thoughts on matters that aren’t confidential to speak of.  

Of course, I ask Jesus for wisdom and knowledge before making key decisions for the 

district. 

 

 

9. How will you build consensus and support in the community around the work of the 

school district?  

 

I would invite the community to all school board meetings so that they hear first-hand 

the dealings of the district.  I would also encourage people who want to discuss 

strengths and weaknesses of the district to contact board members or administrators.  I 

will encourage participation and communication within the district.   

 

 

10. What do you believe is the primary role of a school board of trustee member and of the 

board as a whole? 

 

The primary role of the trustee and the board is to provide governance of local policies 

and procedures as well as setting educational and fiscal goals and priorities for the 

district. All of this is done under the advice of the superintendent.  

 

 

11. Is there anything else you would like to share with the WVISD community that you 

believe is a reason they should support you in this election? 

 

I would just like the voters to know that education is my number one goal when it 

comes to my kids and yours! I feel that kids also need opportunities to excel in other 

areas as well.  I know that every child is different and the more opportunities we have 

for them, the better of a person they can become in the future. Therefore, I support all 
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sports, band, art, and ag.  I want to be able to provide an excellent education as well as 

many opportunities for the students, while keeping an affordable tax rate for our 

taxpayers. I am always working for the students of Water Valley and would love to 

continue to represent you. 

 

 

 

 


